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Seining is a great way to examine the diversity of marine species inhabiting the nearshore
areas of Sandy Hook at Horseshoe Cove. Lucas and Luke haul in the first catch of the day
with learning assistant Kiernan's help.
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Students learn how to measure variations in sand elevation through beach profiling at North
Beach to determine whether Sandy Hook is growing or eroding. Matthew meticulously
records data for his team.
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Guest instructor Mindy Voss of NJ Sea Grant leads students through a vegetation study at
the salt marsh.



Molly, Bryan and Rishika munch on pickleweed (Salicornia spp.), a commeon briney-tasting
succulent that grows at the salt marsh.






Samantha, Bryan, Lucas, Angelina and Molly collect surf clam samples for their predator-
prey study. William throws an orange into the surf to measure longshore current.






When it gets too chilly to go out in the field, it is time to analyze our data. Elvis and Little
Claire, the diamondback terrapins, can take us away from our work sometimes!



Plankton, the basis of the marine food chain, provides most of the air we breathe on Earth.
The class gains valuable microscope skills while analyzing plankton samples. Luke mulls
over his seashell collection.






In the clam shell investigation, students determined the frequency of predation on surf clams
by moon snails. Can you guess what size clam (small, medium or large) moon snails prefer
to eat?



Aurora, William, Molly, Rishika, and Finn examine reptilian locomotion through turtle racing!



Students analyze various samples of sand to determine mineral composition, grain size and
grain shape. These factors represent the geology of samples' origins to show that sand is
different wherever you go!



Working together, learning together -- it is what Stars Challenge is all about!
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